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California Groups Urge Changes to FWS Yellow-Legged Frog Habitat Plan

A coalition of California water, agriculture, and rural
community organizations, including the Family Farm Alli-
ance, is challenging a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
proposal to designate 760,071 acres as critical habitat for four
populations of the foothill yellow-legged frog listed under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The proposed designation spans 17 counties, with more
than 363,000 acres of the affected land privately owned.

In comments submitted to FWS on July 28, the coalition,
led by the California Farm Bureau, raised alarm about the
potential effects on private landowners and resource manage-
ment.

“We are particularly concerned with the vast scope of this
proposal, the impact on private landowners, and the indirect
impacts the proposal creates for land and resource manage-
ment,” the letter stated.

“Our organizations oppose the critical habitat designation
as proposed due to the irreparable damage that we anticipate
would occur to communities throughout California.”

The coalition argued that the proposal could restrict agri-
cultural practices, water management, and wildfire mitigation
efforts.

The group also urged FWS to better coordinate with exist-
ing state laws and regulations and to recognize the role of
grazing and forestry in reducing wildfire risk.

“Expanding critical habitat designations without solid sci-
entific justification... undermines both conservation efforts
and the viability of working landscapes,” they concluded.

The FWS extended the public comment period from May
17 to July 28 following requests from stakeholders.

White House Issues Executive Actions Regarding Data Centers

The White House last month released the Winning the
Race: America’s Al Action Plan, which outlines over 90
planned federal policy actions the Trump administration plans
to implement to speed up artificial intelligence development
nationwide.

The order defines data center projects as those requiring
more than 100 megawatts of new electrical load and directs
multiple federal agencies to ease permitting requirements.

Key provisions include directing the Council on Environ-
mental Quality to develop new categorical exclusions under
the National Environmental Policy Act, instructing the
Environmental Protection Agency to expedite permitting un-
der the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act, and requiring the
Departments of the Interior and Energy to preemptively con-
sult on common construction activities under the Endangered
Species Act.

‘While Western water resources per se weren’t singled out
in reviews of the Al Action Plan, the water-intensive nature of
data center infrastructure and the proposed NEPA rollbacks
and regulatory exemptions triggered significant concern.

Critics—particularly Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene
(R-GA)—highlighted that hyperscale Al data centers con-
sume massive volumes of water for cooling, which may strain
local water supplies and lead to interstate competition and
conflict. Greene described these facilities as “black holes” of
water consumption and expressed concern about communities
losing water to corporate facilities.

“While I understand the many promised benefits of Al, I
remain committed to protecting state rights, human jobs, hu-
man lives, human rights, our environment and critical water
supply,” she wrote on X.

Federal Agency Restructuring (Continued from Page 8)

to a clean and healthy environment,” said Representative
Chellie Pingree (D-Maine).

But administration officials insist that the restructuring
will eliminate redundancy and improve efficiency without
compromising essential functions.

Battles Intensify as Changes Take Effect

While the Supreme Court’s decision does not resolve the
underlying legal challenges, it allows the Administration to
enforce its Feb. 11 executive order and accompanying direc-
tives from the Office of Management and Budget and Office
of Personnel Management. Legal experts caution that the pace
of reorganization could make it difficult to reverse even if the
9th Circuit ultimately rules against the Administration.

Michael Fallings, managing partner at Tully Rinckey,
warned that “the reduction-in-force plans need to be clear and
specific because employees can challenge those,” adding that

the administration’s failure to follow clearly defined criteria
could open the door to successful legal disputes

Rob Larew, president of the National Farmers Union,
voiced concemns about the impact of the USDA changes on
rural communities and agricultural research.

“The reorganization will result in significant staff turnover
and loss of institutional knowledge at a time when farmers
and ranchers most need USDA’s support,” he said. “Around
15,000 department employees have already left or taken buy-
outs this year — and that’s before these latest moves.”

Secretary Rollins, however, framed the changes as part of
a broader effort to modernize government and shift talent into
the private sector.

“The economy is beginning to thrive again,” she said in a
recent Fox News interview. “President Trump’s vision was
always to move people out of these government jobs, where
maybe it isn’t the most productive use, into the private sec-
tor.”
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Trump Administration Elevates Ag as National Security Priority

The Trump Administration last month unveiled the Na-
tional Farm Security Action Plan, a sweeping effort to treat
U.S. agriculture as a cornerstone of national security.

The initiative, spearheaded by U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brooke Rollins, seeks to curb foreign ownership of
American farmland, enhance agricultural supply chain resili-
ence, and safeguard critical infrastructure from foreign adver-
saries.

“We feed the world. We lead
the world. And we’ll never let
foreign adversaries control our
land, our labs, or our liveli-
hoods,” Secretary Rollins said
last month’s announcement.
“This Action Plan puts America’s
farmers, families, and future
first—exactly where they be-
long.”

The announcement followed
the recent arrest of foreign na-
tionals accused of smuggling a
noxious fungus into the U.S., a
potential agroterrorism weapon.
Officials cited the case as evi-

—

N

Praise and Support from Capitol Hill GOP

The plan has drawn strong support from congressional
Republicans. Senator Roger Marshall (R-KANSAS) called
the initiative “imperative,”.

“Farm security is national security, and it is imperative
that we start recognizing this before it is too late,” said Sena-
tor Marschall.

z Senator Cynthia Lummis (R-
- | WYOMING) praised the crack-
down on foreign ownership, de-
| claring, “The CCP has no place

owning American farmland.”

Critics Raise Concerns
About Implementation

While many lawmakers and
industry groups back the effort,
""" i some agriculture advocates worry
" = about the unintended consequenc-
* /‘ ~d es of sweeping restrictions on land
> transactions. Several Democrats

dence of vulnerabilities in the
food and agriculture supply

Secretary Rollins introduces USDA’s National Farm ; ;
: Security Action Plan on the steps of the national Capitol. | of consultation with Congress.
chain. (Photo courtesy of USDA)

expressed concern about the lack

Environmental groups also argue
that focusing narrowly on foreign

Key Provisions and
Expanded Authority

The seven-point plan proposes stricter oversight of foreign
purchases of farmland, new penalties for violations, and
greater investment in domestic agricultural manufacturing.

It also seeks to fortify plant and animal health programs,
enhance cybersecurity for food systems, and tighten re-
strictions on foreign involvement in agricultural research.

Later in the month, Secretary Rollins expanded the initia-
tive by launching a Foreign Farm Land Purchases database
and a web portal for anonymous reporting of illegal transac-
tions.

She also signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Treasury Department, giving the USDA a seat at the Commit-
tee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFTUS) for
agriculture-related transactions.

“Gone are the days of foreign adversaries taking ad-
vantage of our farmland, farmers, and programs paid for by
American taxpayers,” Secretary Rollins said. “The National
Farm Security Action Plan was a first step... Our work is far
from done.”

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth echoed the urgency.

“Foreign ownership of land near strategic bases and U.S.
military installations poses a serious threat to our national

security,” he said. The Farm Security Plan will put America
First and keep our bases secure.”

ownership could distract from broader issues affecting food
security, such as climate change and labor shortages.

A New Security Frontier

Supporters argue that the Farm Security Plan aligns with
bipartisan concerns about foreign ownership of farmland,
which has grown steadily in recent years. In 2023, the Senate
voted 91-7 to block businesses based in China from purchas-
ing U.S. farmland, after a high-profile attempt to buy
cropland near a military base in North Dakota.

“Food policy is national security policy,” said Secretary of
Homeland Security Kristi Noem. “A country who cannot feed
itself... is not secure. We will never let any other country con-
trol our food supply.”

Dan Keppen, Executive Director of the Family Farm Alli-
ance, said the plan reflects the reality that food production and
national security are inseparable.

“Less domestic food production means more global com-
petition and higher prices for American consumers,” Keppen
noted. “In the Western U.S., that means we need water alloca-
tion policies that support Western farms producing at capacity,
because the ability of the U.S. to feed itself is a comerstone of
security.”

The USDA plans further action in coming months as it
builds partnerships with governors, state legislators, and fed-
eral agencies to integrate agriculture into broader national
security efforts.
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Senate Advances Spending Bills as House Leaves for Recess, Showdown Looms

As the House departed for its six-week August recess, the
Senate pushed ahead on several of its fiscal year (FY) 2026
appropriations bills, though partisan disputes over spending
levels and policy riders threatened to derail progress. Law-
makers on both sides of the Capitol acknowledged that a stop-
gap continuing resolution (CR) would likely be necessary to
avoid a government shutdown when the new fiscal year be-
gins October 1.

Senate Moves Minibus and Key Bills Forward

In the final days before the recess, the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee marked up its Defense and Labor-HHS-
Education funding bills and advanced its first “minibus”
package, which included Military Construction—V A, Agricul-
ture-FDA, and Commerce-Justice-Science. Committee lead-
ers repeatedly emphasized the need for a bipartisan path for-
ward.

“We are committed to keeping the government funded in a
responsible way,” said Senate Appropriations Chair Patty
Murray (D-WASHINGTON). “That means rejecting unneces-
sary rescissions, upholding prior bipartisan agreements, and
ensuring vital programs aren’t gutted.”

Sen. Kennedy Blocks Energy-Water Bill Over Funding

But that message met resistance from some Republican
members. Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA), who chairs the Energy-
Water Appropriations Subcommittee, held up his panel’s bill
over its top-line funding level. Committee leaders had struck
a bipartisan deal to increase the bill’s budget by 3% to $59.9
billion, but Senator Kennedy demanded a 3% cut instead,
largely targeting clean energy initiatives.

“We can’t just keep spending money like it’s water,” Sen-
ator Kennedy said. “A 3% cut is reasonable, especially when
so many of these dollars are going to programs that don’t
have measurable outcomes.”

Senator Murray and Ranking Member Susan Collins (R-
ME) argued that Mr. Kennedy’s move could jeopardize fund-
ing for core programs at the Department of Energy and the
Army Corps of Engineers.

“We need to ensure that energy infrastructure and water
resource projects are properly supported,” Senator Collins
said. “This is about maintaining reliability and security.”

Deep Divisions Between House and Senate

The dispute reflected broader partisan divides that slowed
the appropriations process. In the House, Republicans had
already passed their Defense and Military Construction—VA
bills largely along party lines, in alignment with Trump Ad-
ministration priorities, and moved a sweeping $38 billion
Interior-Environment spending bill that slashed the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s budget by 23%.

House Appropriations Chair Tom Cole (R-OKLAHOMA)
defended the cuts, saying, “We are restoring fiscal discipline
and reining in overreach by agencies like EPA. These reduc-

tions bring spending closer to where it needs to be.”

The House bill also includes conservative policy riders
aimed at rolling back Biden-era regulations, limiting Endan-
gered Species Act listings, and promoting conventional ener-
gy and critical minerals development.

Democrats on the committee blasted the measure, noting it
eliminated funding for key environmental programs and im-
posed conservative policy riders rolling back Biden-era regu-
lations.

“These cuts would devastate clean water infrastructure
and roll back decades of environmental protections,” said
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), the panel’s top Democrat.

By contrast, the Senate Appropriations Committee ad-
vanced a $41.5 billion bipartisan Interior-Environment bill
that rejected the House’s deep cuts.

“We simply cannot afford to hollow out the agencies that
protect our air, water, and public lands,” Senator Murray said.

Agriculture Bill Shows Rare Bipartisan Agreement

The Agriculture Appropriations bill, one of the few bright
spots for bipartisan cooperation, passed the Senate committee
unanimously on July 10. The Senate Committee bill’s Conser-
vation Operations title includes $895M for Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) technical and financial assis-
tance to farmers and ranchers to support America’s working
lands, the same as last year. There is $52M for Watershed and
Flood Prevention Operations.

“This important bill supports our farmers, rural communi-
ties, and critical nutrition programs,” Senator Collins said.

Subcommittee Chair John Hoeven (R-NORTH DAKO-
TA) added that the measure “makes important investments to
ensure America’s producers have the tools they need while
maintaining strong support for agricultural research and food
safety.”

But differences remained with the House Agriculture plan,
which reduced discretionary spending by 4.2% and targeted
climate and conservation programs for cuts.

With just two months left before the end of the fiscal year,
leaders on both sides privately acknowledged that negotia-
tions would likely stretch into the fall.

“There’s no question we’re going to need a continuing
resolution,” Senator Collins said. “The question is whether we
can get these bills close enough together in the interim to
avoid another yearlong omnibus.”

Senator Murray warned that brinkmanship could lead to
another shutdown showdown.

“We’ve seen this movie before,” she said. “If Republicans
insist on extreme cuts and partisan riders, we risk hurting
families, small businesses, and our economy. That’s not an
option.”

For now, the Senate’s actions during July set the stage for
tough negotiations with the House when members return in
September.

“Just around the time we’ll have our members back in
D.C. for our farmer lobbyist trip,” said Family Farm Alliance
Executive Director Dan Keppen.
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House Advances Bills to Tackle Resources Challenges Before August Recess

In the final days leading up to the August congressional
recess, the U.S. House of Representatives and its committees
moved forward with a series of bipartisan bills aimed at ad-
dressing critical Western water, forestry, and wildlife manage-
ment issues. From advancing species management reforms to
improving storm forecasting, lawmakers across the aisle
pushed through legislation designed to provide practical solu-
tions for communities and ecosystems across the country.

House Floor Activity

Several high-profile bills cleared the House floor with
strong bipartisan support. Among them was the Finish the
Arkansas Valley Conduit Act, introduced by Rep. Lauren Boe-
bert (R-COLORADO), which will reduce cost-prohibitive
interest payments for Pueblo, Colorado communities working
to complete a vital water infrastructure project.

“This project is critical for ensuring safe drinking water
for thousands of Coloradans,” Rep. Boebert said.

Species Management and Environmental Law Reforms

The House Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries
also held a legislative hearing on six bills and a discussion
draft aimed at improving species management and reforming
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). Subcommittee
Chair Harriet Hageman (R-WYOMING) emphasized the need
for more practical approaches.

“Today’s hearing underscores our commitment to ensuring
that federal environmental laws work for the American peo-
ple,” Rep. Hageman said. “These bills reflect a much-needed
shift toward transparency, flexibility and common sense in
how we manage our natural resources.”

Key proposals included Rep. Nick Begich’s (R-Alaska)
discussion draft to reduce regulatory uncertainty under the
MMPA and Rep. McClintock’s Endangered Species Trans-
parency and Reasonableness Act of 2025 (H.R. 180), which
would require federal agencies to publish all scientific data
underlying endangered species listing and habitat designa-
tions. The bill also places caps on attorneys’ fees for lawsuits
filed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

Committee Action on Wildfire and Water

The full House Natural Resources Committee advanced
H.R. 435, the Direct Hire to Fight Fires, authored by Rep.
Darrell Issa (R-CALIFORNIA), which gives the Secretaries of
Agriculture and the Interior permanent authority to quickly
hire qualified wildland firefighters. Another key bill, H.R. 831,
the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Pro-
gram Amendment Act, introduced by Rep. Ken Calvert (R-
CALIFORNIA), allows non-federal program funds to accrue
interest, helping offset inflation without additional taxpayer
costs.

“Providing additional resources for the Lower Colorado
River Multi-Species Conservation Program at no cost to tax-
payers will support one of our most important natural re-
sources in the Southwest," Rep. Calvert stated.

Improved Forecasting and Western Water Bills

On July 14, the Improving Atmospheric River Forecasts
Act (H.R. 4302) was reintroduced by Western Caucus Vice
Chair Jay Obernolte (R-CALIFORNIA) and a bipartisan group
of lawmakers. The measure would create an atmospheric river
forecast improvement program at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to better predict severe
storm events.

The House also passed bills codifying executive orders and
expanding energy development, including H.R. 1044 by Rep.
David Valadao (R-CALIFORNIA), which extends the Kaweah
Project hydroelectric permit for 40 years, and H.R. 4297, the
Bolts Ditch Act, introduced by Rep. Joe Neguse (D-
COLORADO), which enables more local entities to maintain
and repair the Bolts Ditch headgate.

“These bipartisan measures show that Congress can work
together to secure water supplies, improve environmental
stewardship, and protect communities from wildfire and flood-
ing,” Westerman said.

As Congress returns from recess, these bills are expected to
continue advancing through the legislative process.

Alliance Backs United Water in Critical Water Rights Appeal

The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA),
the Family Farm Alliance, and six other public water agencies
and associations have filed an amicus brief in support of Unit-
ed Water Conservation District’s petition for rehearing in a
case with sweeping implications for California water rights.

On April 2, 2025, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Feder-
al Circuit issued a ruling in United Water Conservation Dis-
trict v. United States that allows the federal government to
curtail up to 99.5% of a state-licensed water agency’s water
use without providing just compensation. This decision,
ACWA and its partners argue, threatens both the constitution-
al property rights of state-licensed water rights holders and
the long-term operational stability of public water agencies.

“This is a critical issue impacting California's water rights
system and public water agencies across the Western United
States,” said Alliance General Counsel Norm Semanko.

Joining ACWA and the Alliance on the brief were the Cali-
fornia Special Districts Association, Modesto Irrigation Dis-
trict, Rowland Water District, South San Joaquin Irrigation
District, Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency, and Turlock Irri-
gation District.

The coalition brief emphasized the importance of defend-
ing the integrity of California’s water rights system and the
Fifth Amendment rights of agencies and landowners
statewide.
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Conference Highlights

FLOWING FORWARD: | =
SHAPING THE FUTURE -| 2217 % 50851
OF WESTERN WATER

Register today!

The 2025 Annual Meeting and Conference is an opportunity
for producers, policy makers and water professionals from
throughout the West to focus on topics of critical concern.

A wide variety of speakers will take on the issues that make a
difference to irrigators. Members of Congress and their staff,
Administration officials, and representatives from constructive
NGOs are regulars on the program.

Join us this fall in Reno for the 2025 Family Farm
Alliance Annual Meeting and Conference!

' !
This year’s theme, Flowing Forward: Shaping the | Conference agenda coming soon!

Future of Western Water, captures the urgency

and opportunity facing Western irrigated ‘ Go to www.familyfarmalliance.or

S drfeiire.  to register toc!ay wifh online and mail-
in options.

Against the backdrop of historic political change | A Rig
.~ Sponsorship and exhibitor booth

in Washington, severe drought, and persistent = ;
opportunities are also available!

wildfire threats, this conference offers a timely
forum to advance collaborative, community-
driven solutions.
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	Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
	will be held at 3:00 P.M., Tuesday, August 19, 2025
	1070 Faraday Street, Santa Ynez, CA - Conference Room
	Notice Regarding Public Participation:  For those who may not attend the meeting but wish to provide public comment on an Agenda Item, please submit any and all comments and written materials to the District via electronic mail at general@syrwd.org.  ...
	2025 July 15 Board Meeting Minutes.pdf
	A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1, was held at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 15, 2025, in-person at 1070 Faraday Street, Santa Ynez, California.
	Trustees Present: Michael Burchardi
	Jeff Clay
	Brad Joos
	Nick Urton
	Mark Moniot (via telephone from remote location as listed on the Notice and Agenda)
	Trustees Absent: None
	Others Present: Paeter Garcia Dan Drugan Kylie Kelleher
	Gary Kvistad Racel Cota  Bill Buelow
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