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SANTA YNEZ VALLEY NEWS

Agenda Item 10

LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES, CONTRIBUTED

Solvang City Manager Randy Murphy, left, displays the League of California Cities John H.
Nail Memorial Award alongside Santa Barbara City Administrator Kelly McAdoo, center, and
Solvang Assistant to the City Manager Olivia Uribe-Mutal.

Solvang city manager receives
League of California Cities award

JENNIFER BEST
Contributing Writer

The League of California
Cities has honored Solvang
city manager Randy Mur-
phy with its John H. Nail
Memorial Award.

“Congratulations, Mr.
Murphy, for the award, and
your team. I get many com-
pliments throughout the
week, and I’'m so delighted
I can share that credit with
you guys and your team, so
thank you,” Mayor David
Brown said in announcing
the honor at Monday’s City
Council Meeting.

The award, given last
week at the League’s city
managers conference, rec-
ognizes a city manager who
has demonstrated excep-
tionalleadership and made
significant contributions to
city government and com-
munity advancement.

A post on Solvang’s so-
cial media account noted
Murphy “has strength-
ened Solvang’s organiza-
tional capacity, secured
critical federal funding
for infrastructure im-
provements, and fostered
a culture of collaboration,

accountability, and for-
ward-looking planning
within City Hall.

“His steady, thoughtful
leadership has helped posi-
tion Solvang for long-term
stability while maintaining
a strong focus on service to
residents and businesses.”

When approached,
Murphy was quick to point
out therecognitionreflects
the collective work of the
City Council and staff,
and he extended his sin-
cere appreciation for their
partnership and profes-
sionalism.
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HONORARY
TRUSTEE:

Harlan J. Burchardi
1969-2020

TRUSTEES:

DIVISION 1
Mark Moniot

DIVISION 2
Jeff Clay

DIVISION 3
Nick Urton

DIVISION 4
Michael Burchardi

TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE
Brad Joos

GENERAL MANAGER
Paeter E. Garcia

March 5, 2026

Congressmember Salud Carbajal
2331 Rayburn House

Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Re: Funding for City of Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant Project

Dear Congressman Carbajal:

The Santa Ynez Water District submits this letter in strong support of the City of
Solvang’s request for federal funding to upgrade its Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP). The City’'s WWTP provides critical wastewater treatment service for
residents and businesses in our community, and the proposed project is needed
to modernize the plant and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board to protect
water quality within the Santa Ynez River Valley.

Upgrades to the City’s WWTP will strengthen the plant’s ability to meet existing
and regional demands for reliable wastewater treatment. Notably, the City and
several neighboring communities already rely on the WWTP to provide critical
wastewater treatment needs, and plant upgrades are necessary to ensure those
existing services can be maintained in conformance with applicable regulations.
Equally important, improvements to the WWTP will enhance operational capacity
in ways that could possibly accommodate other pending and emerging
wastewater treatment needs in our area. The WWTP project will also expand
local and regional opportunities to conserve potable water supplies by using high-
quality recycled water for non-potable uses.

Our District respectfully requests your full support for the City of Solvang’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. This is a smart investment of
federal funding to help protect water quality, strengthen regional infrastructure,
and ensure reliable wastewater treatment service for communities of the Santa
Ynez Valley. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (805) 688-6015
' email at pgarcia@syrwd.org.

'-"I .
Paeter E. Garcia
General Manager

-

P.O. BOX 157 « 3622 SAGUNTO STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460

(805) 688-6015 * FAX: (805) 688-3078 « WWW.SYRWD.ORG
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March 5, 2026

Senator Alex Padilla

331 Hart Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Funding for City of Solvang \Wastewater Treatment Plant Project

Dear Senator Padilla:

The Santa Ynez Water District submits this letter in strong support of the City of
Solvang’s request for federal funding to upgrade its Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP). The City’s WWTP provides critical wastewater treatment service for
residents and businesses in our community, and the proposed project is needed
to modernize the plant and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board to protect
water quality within the Santa Ynez River Valley.

Upgrades to the City’s WWTP will strengthen the plant’s ability to meet existing
and regional demands for reliable wastewater treatment. Notably, the City and
several neighboring communities already rely on the WWTP to provide critical
wastewater treatment needs, and plant upgrades are necessary to ensure those
existing services can be maintained in conformance with applicable regulations.
Equally important, improvements to the WWTP will enhance operational capacity
in ways that could possibly accommodate other pending and emerging
wastewater treatment needs in our area. The WWTP project will also expand
local and regional opportunities to conserve potable water supplies by using high-
quality recycled water for non-potable uses.

Our District respectfully requests your full support for the City of Solvang’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. This is a smart investment of
federal funding to help protect water quality, strengthen regional infrastructure,
and ensure reliable wastewater treatment service for communities of the Santa
Ynez Valley. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (805) 688-6015

General Manager

P.O. BOX 157 « 3622 SAGUNTO STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460

(805) 688-6015 * FAX: (805) 688-3078 « WWW.SYRWD.ORG
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March 5, 2026

Senator Adam Schiff

Hart Senate Office Building, #112
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Funding for City of Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant Project

Dear Senator Schiff:

The Santa Ynez Water District submits this letter in strong support of the City of
Solvang’s request for federal funding to upgrade its \Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP). The City’'s WWTP provides critical wastewater treatment service for
residents and businesses in our community, and the proposed project is needed
to modernize the plant and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board to protect
water quality within the Santa Ynez River Valley.

Upgrades to the City’s WWTP will strengthen the plant’s ability to meet existing
and regional demands for reliable wastewater treatment. Notably, the City and
several neighboring communities already rely on the WWTP to provide critical
wastewater treatment needs, and plant upgrades are necessary to ensure those
existing services can be maintained in conformance with applicable regulations.
Equally important, improvements to the WWTP will enhance operational capacity
in ways that could possibly accommodate other pending and emerging
wastewater treatment needs in our area. The WWTP project will also expand
local and regional opportunities to conserve potable water supplies by using high-
quality recycled water for non-potable uses.

Our District respectfully requests your full support for the City of Solvang’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. This is a smart investment of
federal funding to help protect water quality, strengthen regional infrastructure,
and ensure reliable wastewater treatment service for communities of the Santa
Ynez Valley. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (805) 688-6015
ail at pgarcia@syrwd.org.

Paeter E. Garcia
General Manager

P.O. BOX 157 » 3622 SAGUNTO STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460

(805) 688-6015 < FAX: (805) 688-3078 « WWW.SYRWD.ORG
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PROTECTING WATER FOR WESTERN IRRIGATED AGRICULTURI

MONTHLY BRIEFING

A Summary of the Alliance’s Recent and Upcoming Activities and Important Water News

Message from the Alliance Board President

As we being to navigate through a new year, we find importance of funding these areas. Highlighting our
ourselves in a familiar position: drought. The U.S. success stories will assist in this effort. Be it
Drought Monitor continues to depict a widespread producing with less water, or using improved
drought across the West. Here in infrastructures for ecological

needs, we have stories that people
need to hear. Our philosophy has
always been that the best
solutions come from the ground
and are driven locally by real
people who understand what’s
happening and are heavily
invested in the success of those
solutions. These success stories
are what policymakers should
hear as they work to develop
solutions.

the Yakima Basin, our snowpack
is currently at 36% of average.
This underscores the importance
of the need for water
infrastructure funding to deal
with the changing climate.
Improvements to aged
infrastructure, increased water
storage and improved forest
health are just a few areas that
will help Western irrigated
agriculture provide food and
security for our nation. We need
to continue educating
policymakers about the

~ Mark Hansen
Board President

STORIES INSIDE...

Historic Western Snow Drought Threatens Water SUPPLIES ....ccciiiiiiiiiniiniiienieiiiecsesisnitecsessssssscsesses 2

Growing Federal—State Water Tensions in California’s Central Valley ......cc.cccceereeirrrncrnncinenicrncerennnes 2

Colorado River Missed Deadline Shifts Spotlight to Federal Authority .....cc.cccceeveieniinencirnccereecienccnenees 4
Interior Continues to Roll Out Order Expanding Local Role in Federal Water Projects...... .cccccecueeennee 5

Klamath ESA Rewrite Could Signals New Direction for Western Water Policy....ccccccceereeeceacrranscennne 6

Rio Grande Settlement Moves Closer to Final ApProval......ccccccceeieeccreenieeecirarensscssestosssssssssssesssssssssscses 8

Federal Walk-Away from Columbia Basin Settlement Vindicates Western Irrigators’ Concerns........ 9

FY26 Energy & Water Spending Package Brings Stability for Western Irrigators .......ccccccceeeevecreeeccenees 10
Farm Bill Process Gains Momentum as House Releases New Proposal.......ccccccoieiiieiieiieenieceencnencencnnes 12
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Historic Western Snow Drought Threatens Water Supplies

Western U.S. watersheds are facing an
alarming start to 2026. On January 26, NASA
reported that at least one monitoring station in
every major western watershed recorded the lowest
snowpack in at least 20 years. Warm temperatures
and rain instead of snow are limiting the natural
“frozen reservoirs” that feed rivers, reservoirs, and
irrigation systems, raising concerns for spring and
summer water supplies.

Drought remains widespread across the
Rockies, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and parts of
Oregon and Washington, with soil moisture,
precipitation, and reservoir inflows all below
normal. Low snowpack and early melt risk could
exacerbate shortages and heighten wildfire danger.

Across the Colorado River Basin, record-low

snowpack in Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New
Mexico underscores the broader “snow drought”
gripping the West. Experts warn that while surface
water holds temporarily, the long-term outlook for
streams, reservoirs, and agriculture remains
uncertain.

California offers a rare bright spot: after
strong storms in late 2025, all major reservoirs are
at or above average, leaving the state drought-free
for the first time in 25 years. But much of the
precipitation fell as rain, leaving Sierra Nevada
snowpack at just 59% of normal, a reminder that
even wet reservoirs can’t fully replace the slow-
release water of mountain Snow.

Select Stations

Snow Water Equivalent

February 15, 2026, end of day

NORTH
DAKOTA

o
»

SOUTH
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Growing Federal-State Water Tensions in California’s Central Valley

Western producers have begun to sound the
alarm and urge flexibility as the State of California
signals potential challenge to federal operations in
one of the United States’ most productive farming
centers in the West.

The Westlands Water District is raising
concerns about mounting water management
tensions in the West as federal water operations,
state regulatory requirements, and drought-era
hydrology converge in California’s Central Valley.

The issue surfaced as the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation recently highlighted expanded staffing
and operational capacity across the West to support
water infrastructure and project delivery. For
irrigation districts dependent on the Central Valley

Project (CVP), federal capacity is only one piece of a
much larger and more urgent policy debate now
unfolding in Sacramento.

At the center of that debate is a February
regulatory trigger under State Water Board
Decision 1641, requiring increased Delta outflows at
Port Chicago under the so-called Spring X2
standard. With California snowpack currently well
below average and forecasts turning dry after early
winter storms, local water leaders warn that as
much as 600,000 acre-feet of stored water could be
released from upstream reservoirs — water they
argue will be critically needed later this year.

In a letter to Governor Gavin Newsom, a
member of the Alliance, Westlands Water District,
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urged the State Water Resources Control Board to
suspend application of the Port Chicago outflow
requirement and undertake a constitutional
“reasonableness” review under Article X, Section 2
of the California Constitution.

“Faced with increased volatility and
declining reliability in our lifeblood—our CVP water
supply,” the district wrote, Westlands growers have
embraced major reforms, including groundwater
sustainability planning, participation in the Healthy
Rivers and Landscapes Program, and land
transition efforts that support renewable energy
development  through its Valley Clean
Infrastructure Program. “As we ask more of
ourselves, we ask more from decision-makers
where their actions can have a profound impact on
our District and the State’s water supplies.”

The district argues that the Spring X2
standard was crafted in 1994 using historical
hydrology assumptions that no longer reflect
today’s climate patterns. The rule was designed
around expectations that sustained wet conditions
would meet Delta flow
objectives naturally. Instead,
2026 is shaping up as a
“weather whiplash” year —
brief winter storms followed by
extended dry conditions and
snowpack hovering near half of
normal for mid-February.

Under current projections, meeting the Port
Chicago requirement would likely require increased
reservoir releases from Shasta, Folsom, and
Oroville — water that otherwise could be stored to
protect cold-water pools for fisheries management
later in the season or to supply farms and cities
during extended drought.

Westlands points to a similar moment in
February 2023, when the State Water Board
granted a Temporary Urgency Change Petition filed
by Reclamation and the California Department of
Water Resources, temporarily suspending the
requirement before substantial releases occurred.
This year, however, without a gubernatorial
drought declaration in place, no clear procedural
path exists to pursue a comparable remedy.

Citing recent case law, the district contends
that even statutory environmental mandates must
yield if application under current circumstances
results in unreasonable or wasteful water use. The
district stresses that it does not dispute

Monthly Report

Westlands
Water District

February 2026

environmental stewardship but questions whether
rigid triggers based on decades-old assumptions
remain scientifically justified in today’s hydrologic
reality. In other words, the proposal by Westlands
is arguably the more environmentally friendly
solution to the current set of events.

Meanwhile, California officials have
signaled they may challenge aspects of federal
operations in the Delta, escalating tensions between
Sacramento and Washington over how CVP and
State Water Project supplies are managed. That
dynamic places the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
squarely in the middle — balancing federal project
obligations, environmental compliance, and now
potential state-level legal challenges.

For Alliance members across the West, the
California dispute carries broader implications.
Many irrigation districts have invested heavily in
groundwater sustainability plans, infrastructure
modernization, water recycling, and voluntary
habitat programs. Producers argue that when they
are being asked to permanently reduce irrigated
acreage and shoulder the
costs of climate adaptation,
inflexible operational
mandates that send
significant volumes of water
to the ocean during dry years
undermine both economic
and environmental resilience.

Alliance leadership notes that the question
is not whether environmental protections matter,
but whether water management frameworks must
evolve alongside updated science, changing
hydrology, and competing beneficial uses, as well as
arecognition that doing so may actually be the most
environmentally responsible outcome.

“If applied today,” the Westlands letter
warns, the 3o0-year-old condition “would send
600,000 acre-feet of water to the ocean, without a
pause to consider whether current conditions
actually require this for a beneficial use.”

As federal agencies emphasize rebuilding
operational capacity across western projects,
producers say capacity must be paired with
adaptive management authority. In a year already
marked by snowpack uncertainty and tightening
supplies, the outcome of California’s review — and
any potential litigation — may shape not only Delta
operations in 2026, but the broader trajectory of
western water policy in an era of climate volatility.

Page 3
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Colorado River Missed Deadline Shifts Spotlight to Federal Authority

Snow drought deepens, Basin States at Impasse, Interior Moves ahead on Post-2026 rules

The missed February 14 deadline for a
Basin-wide agreement on post-2026 Colorado
River operations marks a pivotal moment in the
long-running balance between state negotiations
and federal authority.

After months of closed-door talks among the
seven Basin states, no unified proposal emerged to
replace the 2007 Interim Guidelines and 2019
Drought Contingency Plans, both set to expire in
2026. In response, the U.S. Department of the
Interior announced it will move forward with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process
to finalize new operating guidelines by Oct. 1, 2026
— with or without full state consensus.

“While the seven Basin States have not
reached full consensus on an operating framework,
the Department cannot delay action,” Interior
stated in its announcement. Secretary Doug
Burgum emphasized that although negotiations had
narrowed differences, “certainty and stability”
beyond 2026 require federal action.

For western irrigation districts, the message
is clear: the center of gravity is shifting back to
Washington.

States Deadlocked, Federal Process
Advances

The Colorado River is governed by the “Law
of the River,” a complex body of compacts, federal
statutes, court decrees, contracts, and international
agreements, including the 1922 Compact and the
1944 Treaty with Mexico. While the seven states —
Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming — negotiate among
themselves, ultimate operational authority over
Lake Powell and Lake Mead rests with the Secretary
of the Interior, implemented through the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation.

The newly released Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) outlines coordinated
operational alternatives for Glen Canyon Dam and
Hoover Dam beginning in 2027. The document
evaluates how different release and shortage-
sharing structures would protect reservoir
elevations, hydropower production, water
deliveries, and system integrity under a range of
hydrologic futures.

Even if the states had reached an agreement,
federal acceptance was never guaranteed. Interior
must weigh additional factors beyond state
allocations — including the risk of “deadpool”
conditions at Lake Powell and Lake Mead,
endangered species obligations, tribal water rights
and consultation requirements, power generation
stability, and treaty commitments with Mexico.

In other words, state consensus is important
— but not dispositive.

Climate Pressure and the “New Normal”

The timing could not be more precarious.
After more than two decades of drought and
aridification, storage in Powell and Mead remains
far below historic norms. Federal forecasts show
inflows to Lake Powell declining sharply since
January, increasing the risk that a single dry year
could push the system toward -critically low
elevations that threaten hydropower generation
and downstream deliveries.

Compounding the challenge is a widespread
“snow drought” across the Upper Basin. Warmer
mountain temperatures are increasingly causing
winter precipitation to fall as rain rather than snow,
reducing the high-elevation snowpack that serves as
the West’s natural reservoir. In many Colorado
River headwater basins, snow water equivalent sits
well below average, with some SNOTEL stations
reporting near-record lows for this point in the
season.

basins
Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median

Snow Water Equivalent February 15, 2026, end of day
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Researchers contributing to Colorado River
Insights 2025: Dancing with Deadpool warn that
the Basin may be entering a long-term era of
structurally reduced flows rather than a temporary
drought cycle. If that assessment proves correct,
even aggressive conservation may struggle to
stabilize the system under the old operating
assumptions.

Federal Intervention or Federal
Stewardship?

The missed deadline underscores the
difficulty of reconciling Upper Basin resistance to
mandatory curtailments with Lower Basin
demands for equitable shortage sharing. Political
rhetoric has occasionally flared, but the underlying
issue is mathematical: long-term use has exceeded
long-term supply, and yet, most states still want to
grow and seek to preserve expanded water use.

With negotiations stalled, the federal NEPA
process now becomes the primary vehicle for
determining how shortages will be allocated and
how reservoir releases will be structured after 2026.
Interior’'s DEIS  contemplates coordinated
management strategies designed to enhance
predictability, expand conservation mechanisms,
and build resilience — but it also acknowledges that
under severely dry futures, even unprecedented
reductions may not prevent further declines. And
still, not everyone sees the DEIS as workable, with
some states beginning to look at the need for
attorneys and court engagement.

For agricultural producers, hydropower
customers, municipalities, and tribal communities
alike, the stakes are profound. The river supports
roughly 40 million people and 5.5 million acres of
farmland, along with major power generation at
Glen Canyon and Hoover dams.

Searching for Common Sense
Common-sense water management
requires flexibility and adaptation — yet existing

Monthly Report
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legal regimes can tie operators’ hands. Federal
managers must comply simultaneously with
compact allocations, federal statutes, court decrees,
endangered species protections, tribal consultation
obligations, and international treaties. States,
meanwhile, guard their apportionments and resist
perceived inequities. And at the more granular
level, every water system manager or water user is
seeking to protect their own priority within the
system while also addressing complexities of aging
infrastructure. The result is a system where even
creative solutions can become entangled in
overlapping mandates.

One example is emerging federal legislation
— S.3743 in the 119th Congress — directing study of
a potential thermal curtain at Glen Canyon Dam.
The concept would allow data collection on a more
precise temperature management alternative for
management of downstream species, potentially
reducing the need for operational adjustments that
can limit hydropower generation or alter release
patterns. While only a feasibility step, it illustrates
how infrastructure innovation may help relieve
some regulatory and operational constraints.

As the DEIS comment period proceeds, the
Alliance is encouraging members to stay engaged.
The post-2026 guidelines may be labeled “interim,”
but they are envisioned to guide operations for up
to two decades.

Whether through negotiated compromise or
federal determination, the Colorado River’s future
will depend on balancing legal frameworks and
infrastructure based in a wetter century with a
hydrologic reality that may be permanently drier.

In the end, the missed February deadline
does not end the conversation — it simply shifts it.
The question now is not whether the federal
government will act, but how it will exercise its
authority in a basin where every acre-foot carries
cultural, economic, environmental, and political
weight.

Interior Rolls Out Order Expanding Local Role in Federal Water Projects

The U.S. Department of the Interior is
moving forward with implementation of Secretarial
Order 3446, a policy shift issued by Interior

Secretary Doug Burgum that gives local irrigation
districts and other contractors greater authority in
managing aspects of federal water and hydropower
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projects operated by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation.

The order — formally titled “Cutting Red
Tape and Reducing Consumer Costs for
Reclamation Projects” — does not create new
statutory authority. Instead, it directs Reclamation
to use existing authorities more aggressively to
allow qualified local partners to assume certain
project responsibilities, including procurement and
construction management, where appropriate.

Reclamation officials outlined their
implementation strategy during webinars held Dec.
19 and Jan. 29, emphasizing Sections 5, 6 and 9 of
the order. The agency has launched a dedicated
webpage (usbr.gov/S03446) and email portal
(SO3446@usbr.gov) to field proposals and
questions as the rollout proceeds.

Under Section 5, existing contracts may be

Monthly Report

reviewed and modified to
accelerate project delivery.
Reclamation is developing -
design review guidelines,
standard procurement
language and potential
form contracts aimed at
reducing  administrative
delays. Projects will be
screened at area and
regional levels, with input
from the Solicitor’s Office,
and approvals will hinge on

demonstrated financial
capacity, engineering
expertise and risk

management capability by local partners.

During the January session, Reclamation
staff presented case studies illustrating how
transferred works entities and irrigation districts
could take on expanded roles under state
procurement laws, provided federal oversight
requirements are satisfied. Officials stressed that

February 2026

the process will be case-specific and
communication-driven, encouraging early
engagement with local Reclamation offices.

Interior leaders framed the order as a
partnership initiative. Senior Advisor Dustin Sherer
said the Department views irrigation districts and
contractors as “uniquely qualified” to complete
projects efficiently because they have direct
financial and operational stakes in project
outcomes.

The order arrives amid broader
conversations about federal water and power
reliability. Public power organizations recently
urged the Department to ensure that essential
hydropower operations and maintenance staff
remain in place at Reclamation facilities, noting
that federal dams generate carbon-free electricity
marketed by regional power administrations to

millions of western
customers.

How aggressively
Reclamation applies

Secretarial Order 3446 —
and how flexible it proves
in interpreting
procurement and transfer
authorities — will
determine whether the
policy delivers on its
promise of faster project
delivery and reduced costs
for western water and
power users.

For irrigation
districts watching closely, the message from
Interior is clear: bring forward workable proposals,
engage early, and be prepared to demonstrate the
financial and technical capacity to take on more
responsibility.

Klamath ESA Rewrite Signals New Direction for Western Water Policy

Federal agencies reopen endangered species
and water operations framework amid
decades of conflict

A federal decision to revisit endangered
species and water-sharing rules in the Klamath

River Basin may mark a pivotal moment not only
for southern Oregon and northern California, but
for Endangered Species Act implementation across
the West.

Federal water and wildlife agencies are
reopening and rewriting the biological opinions and
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operational guidance that govern how the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation operates the Klamath
Project under the Endangered Species Act. Those
rules determine how water is allocated between
irrigation, river flows, and species protections for
salmon and endangered suckerfish during drought
and low-runoff years.

For Klamath irrigators, who have endured
repeated water shutoffs over the past two decades,
the rewrite represents both risk and opportunity.

NOAA Decision Adds Fuel to Debate

The regulatory reassessment comes on the
heels of a significant announcement from National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. In a
recent Federal Register notice, NOAA denied ESA
listing protections for two Chinook salmon
populations along the Oregon and Northern
California coasts, reversing a 2023 preliminary
finding that had indicated the fish warranted the
highest level of protection.

The affected runs include populations from
Oregon’s Elk River north to the Columbia River
mouth and from Euchre Creek through California’s
Lower Klamath River. NOAA concluded the
populations are not currently at risk of extinction
nor likely to become endangered in the foreseeable
future, and characterized the determination as
final.

Environmental groups criticized the move
as politically motivated and harmful to salmon
recovery. Water users, however, view the decision
as evidence that updated science and improved
stock conditions must be considered when applying
ESA protections — particularly in basins where
outdated biological opinions continue to drive
severe operational consequences.

Common A Basin Defined by Conflict

The Klamath Basin has long been one of the
most contentious intersections of agriculture and
environmental law in the West. ESA biological
opinions governing flows for listed coho salmon and
endangered suckerfish have repeatedly triggered
curtailments to irrigation deliveries in dry years,
sometimes with little advance notice and limited (or
no) local consultation.

Monthly Report
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At the same time, tribes with senior water
rights, commercial fishing interests, and
conservation organizations have argued that river
flows and lake levels remain critical to long-term
species recovery.

The federal decision to revisit the Klamath
ESA framework reflects a broader Interior
Department effort to reassess how endangered
species rules are implemented during prolonged
drought and climate stress. Agencies are
confronting a reality that many biological opinions
were written decades ago under hydrologic
assumptions that no longer match current
conditions.

Across the West — from the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta to the Columbia and Colorado
River basins — states, tribes, irrigators, and federal
managers are grappling with how to balance species
protections with working landscapes as snowpack
declines and runoff becomes more volatile.

Toward Adaptive Management?

According to the Klamath Water Users
Association, Reclamation has outlined a new water
framework aimed at improving transparency,
consultation, and operational predictability in the
Basin. Details remain under development, but the
agencies’ stated goal is to modernize guidance that
has driven crisis-level decisions during drought
years.

For producers, predictability is paramount.
Sudden curtailments not only disrupt crops and
contracts but ripple through local economies
dependent on irrigated agriculture.

The rewrite does not mean abandoning
species recovery. Rather, it offers an opportunity to
integrate updated science, real-time hydrology,
infrastructure  constraints, and basin-wide
collaboration into a more adaptive model. And most
importantly, it allows those most affected a seat at
the table in the discussions — often water districts
are overlooked, but their viability can be completely
reliant on a seat at the table when water
management decisions like these are made.

Conservation groups caution that any shift
must not weaken ESA protections or undermine the
ecological intent behind recent Klamath dam
removals. They argue that stable flows remain
central to rebuilding salmon populations.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

March 6, 2026 — District received the Notice and Agenda for the Santa Ynez Community
Services District Wastewater Committee Meeting on March 11, 2026.

March 6, 2026 — District received the Notice and Agenda for the Cachuma Operation and
Maintenance Board Special Board Meeting on March 11, 2026.

March 6, 2026 — District sent a Meter Downsize Request letter to one customer.

March 6, 2026 - District received the Notice and Agenda for the Eastern Management Area
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint GSAs Special Board Meeting on March 13, 2026.

March 7, 2026 — District received the Notice and Agenda for the Los Olivos Community
Services District Regular Board Meeting on March 11, 2026.

March 11, 2026 — District sent Backflow Testing Requirement Letters to twenty-five
customers.

56 of 56



	Blank Page
	2026 02 17 Meeting Minutes Rev.pdf
	A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1, was held at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, in-person at 1070 Faraday Street.
	Trustees Present: Michael Burchardi
	Jeff Clay
	Brad Joos
	Mark Moniot
	Nick Urton
	Trustees Absent: None
	Others Present: Paeter Garcia Racel Cota Ray Stokes
	Kylie Kelleher Peter Thompson Stephanie Hastings
	Dan Drugan Jessica Diaz

	2026 March 17 Agenda.pdf
	Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
	will be held at 3:00 P.M., Tuesday, March 17, 2026
	1070 Faraday Street, Santa Ynez, CA - Conference Room
	Notice Regarding Public Participation:  For those who may not attend the meeting but wish to provide public comment on an Agenda Item, please submit any and all comments and written materials to the District via electronic mail at general@syrwd.org.  ...

	Blank Page
	2026 02 17 Meeting Minutes Rev.pdf
	A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1, was held at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, in-person at 1070 Faraday Street.
	Trustees Present: Michael Burchardi
	Jeff Clay
	Brad Joos
	Mark Moniot
	Nick Urton
	Trustees Absent: None
	Others Present: Paeter Garcia Racel Cota Ray Stokes
	Kylie Kelleher Peter Thompson Stephanie Hastings
	Dan Drugan Jessica Diaz




