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"We'd prefer to have all the wells registered, but for now the wells that are 
pumping are our biggest concern," said South Fork's General Manager Johnny 
Gailey. 

Last year, the GSA held two workshoP-s, offering one-on-one attention to set up an 
account with Watermark, South Fork's well registration database. 

"I'd rather it be on a local level than the state," domestic well owner Cynthia Dias 
told SJV Water at one of the workshops of divulging her well information. 

She referred to the Water Resources Control Board, which placed the Tulare Lake 
subbasin, which covers most of Kings County, on probation in 2024. 

Probation requires landowners to register their wells with the state at $300 each, 
report extractions and pay $20 per acre foot pumped. Those sanctions were held 
at bay for more than a year under a preliminary injunction. But that was thrown 
out and landowners will have to begin reporting extractions May 1. 

In the meantime, local GSAs are making a push to register wells on their own as 
they tweak and finalize groundwater plans in hopes they will pass muster with the 
state in an attempt to avoid probation. 
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SANTA YNEZ VALLEY NEWS 

LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES, CONTRIBUTED 

Solvang City Manager Randy Murphy, left, displays the League of California Cities John H. 
Nail Memorial Award alongside Santa Barbara City Administrator Kelly McAdoo, center, and 
Solvang Assistant to the City Manager Olivia Uribe-Mutal. 

Solvang city manager receives 
League of California Cities award 
JENNIFER BEST 
Contributing Writer 

The League of California 
Cities has honored Solvang 
city manager Randy Mur­
phy with its John H. Nail 
Memorial Award. 

"Congratulations, Mr. 
Murphy, for the award, and 
your team. I get many com -
pliments throughout the 
week, and I'm so delighted 
I can share that credit with 
you guys and your team, so 
thank you;' Mayor David 
Brown said in announcing 
the honor at Monday's City 
Council Meeting. 

The award, given last 
week at the League's city 
managers conference, rec­
ognizes a city manager who 
has demonstrated excep­
tional leadership and made 
significant contributions to 
city government and com -
munity advancement. 

A post on Solvang's so­
cial media account noted 
Murphy "has strength:.. 
ened Solvang's organiza­
tional capacity, secured 
critical federal funding 
for infrastructure im -
provements, and fostered 
a culture of collaboration, 

accountability, and for­
ward - looking planning 
within City Hall. 

"His steady, thoughtful 
leadership has helped posi -
tion Solvang for long-term 
stability while maintaining 
a strong focus on service to 
residents and businesses!' 

When approached, 
Murphy was quick to point 
out the recognition reflects 
the collective work of the 
City Council and staff, 
and he extended his sin -
cere appreciation for their 
partnership and profes -
sionalism. 
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HONORARY 
TRUSTEE: 
Harlan J. Burchardi 
1969-2020 

TRUSTEES: 

DIVISIONl 
Mark Moniot 

DIVISION 2 
Jeff Clay 

DIVISION 3 
Nick Urton 

DIVISION 4 
Michael Burchardi 

TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE 

Brad Joos 

GENERAL MANAGER 
Paeter E. Garcia 

March 5, 2026 

Congressmember Salud Carbajal 
2331 Rayburn House 
Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Re: Funding for City of Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant Project 

Dear Congressman Carbajal: 

The Santa Ynez Water District submits this letter in strong support of the City of 
Solvang's request for federal funding to upgrade its Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP). The City's WWTP provides critical wastewater treatment service for 
residents and businesses in our community, and the proposed project is needed 
to modernize the plant and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements 
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board to protect 
water quality within the Santa Ynez River Valley. 

Upgrades to the City's WWTP will strengthen the plant's ability to meet existing 
and regional demands for reliable wastewater treatment. Notably, the City and 
several neighboring communities already rely on the WWTP to provide critical 
wastewater treatment needs, and plant upgrades are necessary to ensure those 
existing services can be maintained in conformance with applicable regulations. 
Equally important, improvements to the WWTP will enhance operational capacity 
in ways that could possibly accommodate other pending and emerging 
wastewater treatment needs in our area. The WWTP project will also expand 
local and regional opportunities to conserve potable water supplies by using high­
quality recycled water for non-potable uses. 

Our District respectfully requests your full support for the City of Solvang's 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. This is a smart investment of 
federal funding to help protect water quality, strengthen regional infrastructure, 
and ensure reliable wastewater treatment service for communities of the Santa 
Ynez Valley. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (805) 688-6015 

r via mail at pgarcia@syrwd.org . 

Paeter E. Garcia 
General Manager 

P.O. BOX 157 • 3622 SAGUNTO STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460 
(805) 688-6015 • FAX: (805) 688-3078 • WWW.SYRWD.ORG 
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HONORARY 
TRUSTEE: 
Harlan J. Burchardi 
1969-2020 

TRUSTEES: 

DIVISION I 
Mark Moniot 

DIVISION 2 
Jeff Clay 

DIVISION 3 
Nick Urton 

DIVISION 4 
Michael Burchardi 

TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE 
Brad Joos 

GENERAL MANAGER 
Paeter E. Garcia 

March 5, 2026 

Senator Alex Padilla 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
United States Senate 
Washington , DC 20510 

Re: Funding for City of Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant Project 

Dear Senator Padilla: 

The Santa Ynez Water District submits this letter in strong support of the City of 
Solvang's request for federal funding to upgrade its Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP). The City's WWTP provides critical wastewater treatment service for 
residents and businesses in our community, and the proposed project is needed 
to modernize the plant and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements 
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board to protect 
water quality within the Santa Ynez River Valley. 

Upgrades to the City's WWTP will strengthen the plant's ability to meet existing 
and regional demands for reliable wastewater treatment. Notably, the City and 
several neighboring communities already rely on the WWTP to provide critical 
wastewater treatment needs, and plant upgrades are necessary to ensure those 
existing services can be maintained in conformance with applicable regulations. 
Equally important, improvements to the WWTP will enhance operational capacity 
in ways that could possibly accommodate other pending and emerging 
wastewater treatment needs in our area. The WWTP project will also expand 
local and reg ional opportunities to conserve potable water supplies by using high­
quality recycled water for non-potable uses. 

Our District respectful ly requests your full support for the City of Solvang's 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. This is a smart investment of 
federal funding to help protect water quality, strengthen regional infrastructure, 
and ensure reliable wastewater treatment service for communities of the Santa 
Ynez Valley. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (805) 688-6015 

ail at pgarcia@syrwd.org. 

Paeter E. Garcia 
General Manager 

P.O. BOX 157 • 3622 SAGUNTO STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460 
(805) 688-6015 • FAX: (805) 688-3078 • WWW.SYRWD.ORG 
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HONORARY 
TRUSTEE: 
Harlan J. Burchardi 
1969-2020 

TRUSTEES: 

DIVISIONl 
Mark Moniot 

DIVISION 2 
Jeff Clay 

DIVISION 3 
Nick Urton 

DIVISION 4 
Michael Burchardi 

TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE 
Brad Joos 

GENERAL MANAGER 
Paeter E. Garcia 

March 5, 2026 

Senator Adam Schiff 
Hart Senate Office Building, #112 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Funding for City of Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant Project 

Dear Senator Schiff: 

The Santa Ynez Water District submits this letter in strong support of the City of 
Solvang's request for federal funding to upgrade its Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) . The City's WWTP provides critical wastewater treatment service for 
residents and businesses in our community, and the proposed project is needed 
to modernize the plant and ensure compliance with regulatory requirements 
established by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board to protect 
water quality within the Santa Ynez River Valley. 

Upgrades to the City's WWTP will strengthen the plant's ability to meet existing 
and regional demands for reliable wastewater treatment. Notably, the City and 
several neighboring communities already rely on the WWTP to provide critical 
wastewater treatment needs, and plant upgrades are necessary to ensure those 
existing services can be maintained in conformance with applicable regulations. 
Equally important, improvements to the WWTP will enhance operational capacity 
in ways that could possibly accommodate other pending and emerging 
wastewater treatment needs in our area. The WWTP project will also expand 
local and reg ional opportunities to conserve potable water supplies by using high­
quality recycled water for non-potable uses. 

Our District respectfully requests your fu ll support for the City of Solvang's 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project. This is a smart investment of 
federal funding to help protect water quality, strengthen regional infrastructure, 
and ensure reliable wastewater treatment service for communities of the Santa 
Ynez Valley. Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (805) 688-6015 

-ia e ail at pgarcia@syrwd.org . 

Paeter E. Garcia 
General Manager 

P.O. BOX 157 • 3622 SAGUNTO STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CA 93460 
(805) 688-6015 • FAX: (805) 688-3078 • WWW.SYRWD.ORG 
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PROTECTI G WATER FOR WESTER IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE 

MONTHLY BRIEFING 
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18. March 6, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Santa Ynez Community
Services District Wastewater Committee Meeting on March 11, 2026.

19. March 6, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Cachuma Operation and
Maintenance Board Special Board Meeting on March 11, 2026.

20. March 6, 2026 – District sent a Meter Downsize Request letter to one customer.

21. March 6, 2026 - District received the Notice and Agenda for the Eastern Management Area
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint GSAs Special Board Meeting on March 13, 2026.

22. March 7, 2026 – District received the Notice and Agenda for the Los Olivos Community
Services District Regular Board Meeting on March 11, 2026.

23. March 11, 2026 – District sent Backflow Testing Requirement Letters to twenty-five
customers.
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